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The obelisk of Concord in Paris, the Great Seal of the United States that presides over the dollar
bill, and the statue of the Fallen Angel in Madrid. What do they have in common? Secret
societies have encoded their mysteries in plain sight in modern cities, leaving silent testimony to
their past and present power. This book will provide you with the key to understand many of its
mysteries, its secret handshakes, its symbols and all the mysteries of the Masonic craft. Alberto
Leon Cebrian addresses this and other questions in a historical study on the origin of
Freemasonry, and its influence on the great revolutions from the 18th century; the American
Revolution, the French Revolution and the failed Bavarian Illuminati revolution. Is it true that most
of the founding fathers of the United States were Freemasons? Which of its presidents are
Freemasons? Was the French Revolution a revolution of enlightened philosophers or of
enlightened masons? Did Adam Weishaupt and the Bavarian Illuminati really exist? The work
traces a matrix of relationships between Freemasonry and most of the secret societies existing
today, and delves into their surprising links with the Catholic Church: the stonemasons who built
the great cathedrals, the Jesuits and the Templars. Masonic and Illuminated is also a work that
immerses itself in the history of religions and that widely transcends Freemasonry. Pre-Jehovic,
Babylonian, Solar, Hellenistic, Gnostic and Luciferian cults. A book that will challenge all the
paradigms of the reader.

From the Back CoverThis open access atlas is an up-to-date visual resource on the features and
structures observed in soil thin sections, i.e. soil micromorphology. The book addresses the
growing interest in soil micromorphology in the fields of soil science, earth science, archaeology
and forensic science, and serves as a reference tool for researchers and students for fast
learning and intuitive feature and structure recognition. The book is divided into six parts and
contains hundreds of images and photomicrographs. Part one is devoted to the way to sample
properly soils, the method of preparation of thin sections, the main tool of soil micromorphology
(the microscope), and the approach of soil micromorphology as a scientific method. Part two
focuses on the organisation of soil fragments and presents the concept of fabric. Part three
addresses the basic components, e.g. rocks, minerals, organic compounds and anthropogenic
features. Part four lists all the various types of pedogenic features observed in a soil, i.e. the
imprint of pedogenesis. Part five gives interpretations of features associated with the main
processes at work in soils and paleosols. Part six presents a view of what the future of soil
micromorphology could be. Finally, the last part consists of the index and annexes, including the
list of mineral formulas. This atlas will be of interest to researchers, academics, and students,
who will find it a convenient tool for the self-teaching of soil micromorphology by using
comparative photographs. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorDr. Eric P.



Verrecchia is a full professor of Biogeosciences at the Institute of Earth Surface Processes,
University of Lausanne (Switzerland). He specializes in geopedology and biogeochemistry of
the terrestrial carbon and calcium cycles. Awarded with a Marie-Curie-Fellowship in 1994-95, he
joined Prof. G. Stoops laboratory of soil micromorphology in Gent (Belgium), where he was
introduced to the microscopic approach of soils. Since then, he has been teaching and applying
this technique, by coupling it with biogeochemical methods, to soils from the tropics and the
temperate zone, particularly in carbonate-rich environments. Dr. Luca Trombino is associate
professor at the University of Milan, Earth Sciences Department. His main research topics are in
the field of geopedology, paleopedology, soil and archaeological deposits, where he extensively
uses thin section micromorphology, coupled to sedimentology, geoarchaeology and Quaternary
geology methods. He started to practice soil micromorphology in 1994 when he attended the
courses by G. Stoops at the University of Gent (Belgium), and at present, is teaching
Micropedology to the students of the M.Sc. in BioGeoSciences and M.Sc. in Conservation
Science at the University of Milan.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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The Masonic RevolutionsTemplars. Alumbrados. Jesuits. Freemasons. Illuminati.Alberto León
CebriánThe Masonic and Illuminati RevolutionsAlberto León CebriánSelf-published by Ebook
TopsPrinted in SpainEdition, layout and cover by Alberto León Cebrián.Copyright © Alberto
León Cebrián 2021. All rights reserved.Dedicated to my family and friends.To more than six
million Freemasons that exist in the world and particularly to my friends Freemasons, most of
whom are unaware of important aspects of their fraternity. In the hope that you they read without
prejudice and understand this book.“The history would be a wonderful thing, if it were only
true”Leo TolstoyIlluminee.(From the participle form to enlighten).1. adj. Alumbrado (follower of a
certain doctrine).2. adj. It is said of the individual of a heretical and secret sect founded in 1776
by the Bavarian Adam Weishaupt, who exerting blind obedience of his followers, tried to
establish a moral system contrary to the existing order in religion, property and
family.Freemasonry.(From fr. francmaçonnerie).1. f. Secret association of people who profess
principles of mutual brotherhood, use special emblems and signs, and are grouped into entities
called lodges.Dictionary of the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language. 22nd edition.Rakovsky
- Bear in mind that every Freemason saw and expected to see in his imagination more that there
was in reality, because he imagined that which was convenient for him. They saw the growing
presence of Freemasons in governments and heads of state of the bourgeois nations, and this
was for them a proof of their political power. Bear in mind that at that time the rulers of all the
Allied nations were Freemasons, with very few exceptions... This was to them a powerful
argument. They had absolute faith that the revolution would end as a French-style bourgeois
republic.Gabriel - In accordance with the picture of the Russia of 1917 they had to be a very
naive to believe that...R. - They were and are indeed. Freemasons learned nothing from that first
lesson which, for them, had been the Great Revolution, in which they played a colossal
revolutionary role; It consumed the majority of masons, beginning with the Grand Master of the
Orleans Lodge, more specifically the freemason Louis XVI, in order then to continue to destroy
the Girondistes, the Hebertistes, the Jacoboins, etc… and if some survived it was due to the
month of Brumaire.G. - Do you mean to say that the Freemasons are destined to die at the
hands of the Revolution, brought in with their help?R. - Exactly so… You have formulated a truth
which is veiled by a great secret. I am a Freemason, you already knew about that. Didn’t you?...
Well, I shall tell you this great secret, which they promise to reveal to a Mason in one of the
higher degrees… but which is not disclosed to him either in the 25th, nor the 33rd, nor the 93rd,
nor any other high level of any ritual... It is clear that I know of this not as a Freemason, but as
one who belongs to “Them” (The Illuminati)...G. - And what is it?R. - All the Masonic doctrines
taught to the Freemason and the public end of the Freemasonry tends to achieve all the
necessary premises for the triumph of the Communist Revolution are met; naturally, disguised
under very various different pretexts, covered under his well-known trilemma. (Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity). Do you understand?... And provided that the Communist Revolution conveys the
liquidation the entire bourgeoisie as a social class, and the physical elimination of every
bourgeois political leader, the authentic secret of Masonry is the suicide of Masonry as an



organization, and the physical suicide of every somewhat important Mason... Now you will
probably understand that such an end reserved to the Freemason, well deserves all the
mysteries, scenery and so many “secrets”…with the sole purpose of hiding the authentic
one...Do not miss, if you have the chance of witnessing some future Revolution, the
astonishment and stupidity reflected in the face of a Freemason, when he realizes that he is
going to die at the hands of the revolutionaries… How he screams and struggles to explain his
services to the revolution! It is a sight at which one can die too... but of laughter.Excerpt from the
interrogation of Christian Rakovsky, Leon Trotsky’s right-hand man, during the great Stalinist
purge.José Landowsky, Symphony in Red Major, 1952IndexPROLOGUE1. THE ILLUMINATI OF
BAVARIA (1776-1784)The Illuminati, Fact or Fiction?The Secret Documents of the OrderHistory
of the OrderObjectives of the IlluminatiStructure and Degrees of the IlluminatiThe Juridical
Depostitions of Renner and CosandeyAn Unexpected Event and New Testimonies.Zwack’s
Documents SeizedThe End of the Illuminati?2. THE SPANISH FORERUNNERS: JESUITS AND
ALUMBRADOS (1512-1537)The Alumbrados, Spanish Origin of the Illuminati?Jesuitism and
IlluminismTwo Suppressions of the Jesuits in FranceThe Expulsion of Portugal and its Overseas
TerritoriesThe Expulsion of the Jesuits in SpainThe Expulsion of the Jesuits in EnglandJesuits in
America3. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (1789-1799)Illuminism and EnlightenmentThe
Discredit of the Monarchy. The Affair of the Necklace (1785)The storming of the Bastille
(1789)The Constituent Assembly (1791-1792)The Leonidas ConnectionThe End of the French
Monarchy (1793)De-Christianization and the Reign of Terror (1792-94)The Directory
(1975-1979)The Revolutionary Clergy: Fauchet, Sieyès and Talleyrand.Napoleon: the Consulate
and the Empire (1799-1815)4. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1775-1783)Benjamin
FranklinGeorge WashingtonThe Boston Tea Party (1773)The War of Independence (1776)The
Constitution of the United States (1787)The Dollar and the Great Seal of the United States5.
HISTORY AND FOUNDATIONS OF FREEMASONRYOperational FreemasonrySpeculative
FreemasonryThe Rites of Speculative FreemasonryThe Templars and the Scottish
RiteCagliostro and the Egyptian RiteThe RosicrucianThe Rite of SwedenborgFreemasonry: The
Great Imposture?Defining the Origins of Freemasonry: The Wilhelmsbad Convent of 1782The
Initiation Ritual in Freemasonry, According to the FreemasonsThe Seven Paradoxes of
Freemasonry6. THE GREAT MYSTERIES OF MASONRYThe Legend of Hiram AbiffThe Light
BearerThe Anti-Christian Origins of FreemasonryGnostic and Hellenic Origins: the Great
ArchitectBabylonian Origins: The Gods of FertilityEgyptian Origins: The Sun GodsJudaic
Origins: Pre-Jehovic CultsThe Biblical TheoriesThe Sun, the Moon and the Star7. ADDENDUM:
THE MASONIC MATRIXModern Rosicrucian SocietiesThe Golden Dawn (1888)Ordo Templi
Orientis (1895-1906)Theosophical Society (1875)Martinism or Unknown Superiors (1887)The
John Yarker ConnectionModern GnosisEPILOGUEANNEXESAnnex A: List of German
IlluminatusAnnex B: Degrees System of Modern Freemasonry.Annex C: Masonic Presidents of
the United States.Annex D: Letter from George Washington to Reverend Snyder.Annex E: The
Black History of FreemasonryAnnex F: The Black History of the Society of JesusAnnex G:



Sources Available in Internet Annex H: The Masonic Matrix………………...
…………………………..The square and the compass, the universal emblem of
Freemasonry.PROLOGUEFreemasonry is an elitist international secret society whose visible
origins can be found in 18th century England, but which could be traced back to the medieval
guilds of stonemasons that built the great European cathedrals, or even to biblical times, if we
stick to freemasons’ own founding legend. The image that Freemasonry strives to project abroad
is that of a club of powerful gentlemen who maintain some of the traditions of these master
stonemasons, who dedicate much of their time to charitable works, and who instruct their
initiates in an exemplary ethical code, and even in some kind of philosophical and even mystical
secrets. Many inside and outside Freemasonry firmly believe that this image is a true reflection
of reality. However, it is worth looking closely at some aspects of this secret association of
individuals, strategically placed in positions of great influence in all areas of society. Manly
Palmer Hall, one of the most recognized authors in the history of Freemasonry, declares about
his brotherhood[1]:«Masonry is an ordainer of kings. Its hand have moved the destinies of
worlds…»It may seem like a somewhat exaggerated statement for an association that you will
not be able to find in any textbook, and that most of the population has not even heard of.
However, if we draw up a list of the most prominent historical figures assigned to Freemasonry in
recent centuries, we would have to give some credit to this Masonic author. You can take as an
example the list of American Presidents who belonged to Freemasonry, which is included in the
final annexes of this book.There are some questions necessary to understand an organization
that seems to exert so much power; What are their origins and foundations? How do they
conduct their economic activities? What do they use their powerful network of influences for?
How do they intervene directly or indirectly in shaping society? And above all, in what way do
they act, as a group, in political life? It is not by chance that Freemasonry has been banned
several times throughout its history, in a large number of countries. I’ll give you an example that
you can easily understand:«A Mason named John, is about to receive a visit from a government
tax officer, in his company of just over fifty employees. As he waits nervously in his office, he
revises one las time the documents he has been carefully preparing for the audit. He was briefed
on just a week ago, and he prays to himself, that the massive inbalance in their numbers and
certain transfers an account in Delaware are not discovered.Somebody knocks the door and
John rushes to open his guest. A man close to sixty years old, with a stern face appears in the
doorway. He is dressed in a dark charcoal gray suit and wears thick golden glasses. They both
introduce themselves verbally and greet each other by shaking hands. As they do so, John
almost imperceptibly places his thumb on the man’s first knuckle, thus performing “the secret
apprentice handshake”, by which one Mason can recognize another in a simple and discreet
way. The inspector reciprocates his secret salute and they look into each other’s eyes, instantly
recognizing each other as equals in Freemasonry. John offers him a coffee and they talk in a
relaxed tone for about forty minutes. Then they go on to see the topic at hand.How do you think
the story will end? Or put it another way, what would you do if you were the inspector and John



was his brother? It may seem like a ridiculous question, but getting started in Freemasonry is not
like becoming a member of the same tennis club: Freemasons take their brotherhood very
seriously, and swear it solemnly and under an oath of death, at their initiation ceremony. John’s
example might seem tempting, but favors frequently have to be paid dearly, and Freemasonry is
no exception to this rule.This ancient institution has, according to the United Grand Lodge of
England[2], more than 330,000 members in England and Wales alone, distributed in some
8,000 lodges. Freemasons around the world number almost six million according to the same
source, enough to populate a small country, and it does not seem an exaggerated number to our
discreet neighbors. You are more likely to find them among the wealthier classes, and aristocrats
have historically crowded their ranks. Regardless of their nationality or religious denomination,
all have taken part in identical oaths and ceremonies, at least in their first three degrees of
initiation.The most striking aspect for laymen who approach Freemasonry are its rituals or
recreations inspired by scenes from the Old Testament and medieval stonemasons guilds.
Masons form groups of very different sizes, ranging from a dozen individuals to several hundred
members, and hold their meetings in a private place called a “lodge”, inspired by the Temple of
Solomon and dedicated to that purpose. Anyone you know could be a Mason without your
knowing it, since outside the Lodge, Masons are as normal as anyone else; they do not go down
the street with their ritual swords, their aprons and their ceremonial bands.The image of
Freemasonry has generally been associated with progress, enlightenment, and rationalism, and
possibly this image is also closely associated with its prominence in the French Revolution and
the American Revolution. Paradoxically, such a bourgeois institution is deeply revolutionary, and
the Freemasons have participated very actively in other revolutions that are not discussed here.
For this reason, many people inside and outside Freemasonry believe that some of its more
theatrical aspects such as its psychodramas, symbols and rituals, are a mere garb under which
only an impeccable philanthropy and code of ethics reside, in essence. It seems as if the
Freemasons want us to believe that their solemn oaths, their connection to pagan religions of
antiquity, and their interest in esoteric arts such as astrology, Hermeticism or Kabbalah are
anecdotal elements, and not an inseparable and central part of their doctrine. This esoteric
component is reserved for the higher degrees, and its importance increases as one ascends in
the hierarchies of the organization. It is hard to believe that rationalism and the occult can be in
any way be reconcilable ideological positions. These are just a few of the many contradictions
you can find in Freemasonry.Freemasons have an amazing habit of affirming one thing and the
opposite at the same time. They often take credit for having a host of leading figures in their
ranks; monarchs, presidents, artists, thinkers, scientists, men of letters... Many of them,
particularly politicians, have had great relevance. But when those men are pointed out in relation
to the some obscure historical episodes, the Masons simply shrug their shoulders and pretend
that it was not with them. For example, in many Masonic works and websites there is an
ambivalent talk of their participation in historical events such as the French Revolution, and of
the belonging to Freemasonry of characters such as Voltaire, Montesquieu, Lafayette or



Napoleon. They often display their role with pride, but when the terror of Robespierre, Guillotin
and Marat arises, or the genocide of the Vendée, they shrug their shoulders and explain that
many Masons died too, or they dismiss themselves stating that it is not proven that this or that
character was a Mason, as if trying to minimize the importance of his participation.Historically,
most of the literature on this subject for the general public has been polarized between the pro-
Masonic propaganda pamphlets and the fierce attacks of Freemasonry. This book can certainly
be framed among those little condescending, but unlike other authors, the main sources that I
have used are almost entirely Masonic. I have avoided many of the major anti-Masonic sources
for one simple reason: you don’t need to turn to authors outside Freemasonry to understand
their secrets. If you know how to put the puzzle pieces of Masonic literature in the proper order
the picture will become self-evident. Most of the remaining material comes from several reliable
and proven sources, and when those are not impartial or not entirely credible, any gap in the
cited reference will be advised and clarified.Most of the material from non-Masonic sources is
based on the Original Writings of the Illuminati, a series of official historical documents, which
were seized and published in 1787, and later publicly displayed by the German Prince Karl
Theodor in the official archives of Munich. Also, the Memoirs of the French abbot Augustin
Barruel, are central part in this work, although many other authors that I mention, echoed in
several countries the so-called “conspiracy against the thrones and altars of Europe”. Likewise,
opinions statesmen of the size of Mirabeau or George Washington are included here.I have
decided to cite all the sources at the foot of the page, in order to avoid that the reader falls into
the temptation of thinking that the book is a historical fiction novel disguised as serious research.
At the end of it I have included the links on the Internet where you can download practically all of
the works referenced.I have deliberately left aside modern researchers, sticking to primary
sources which are close in time to the events narrated. There are few quoted texts in this book
produced after 1900, with the exception of those of the Freemason Robert Ambelain and some
others. In part it is because in the twentieth century I have not found many sources of interest,
and to be fair, if we must acknowledge Masonic historians like Mackey or Gould one thing, it is
their rigor and seriousness, although obviously both are cautiously silent on the most
compromising aspects of Freemasonry.You may doubt some sources, or the reasoning that
emerges from this book, but if some of the main intellectual exponents and authorities of world
Freemasonry such as Albert Pike, Manly Palmer Hall or Robert Ambelain, recognize, for
example, that Lucifer is a central character in the mysteries of Freemasonry, what can we do but
believe it? For example, perhaps you have never wondered why there are public statues
dedicated to the fallen angel in cities like Madrid, and currently few Masons deny it. They allege
that Luciferianism is a metaphor for progress.The affiliation to Freemasonry of the protagonists
of this book, when the source is not indicated, will be taken from two of the most orthodox
Masonic sources, such as the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry by Albert Gallatin Mackey, a 33rd
degree Mason, and from the book 10,000 Famous Freemasons by William R. Denslow, this last
book prefaced by the President of the United States Harry S. Truman, a renowned 33rd degree



Freemason[3].You will be able to contrast the information provided here in the websites of a
large number of lodges, which nowadays have no qualms about reaffirming the affiliation to the
Freemasonry of many of the characters described here. Furthermore, these Masonic sources
vividly honor their most prominent members, and even endow some of their lodges with the
names of these famous Masons, according to them. Thus you will find the Lodge of Isaac
Newton nº 7, Lodge of the Social Contract nº 25, Lodge of Voltaire nº 10… It is not the object of
this work to prove the belonging or not of some or other characters to Freemasonry, but to
expose its meaning and historical relevance.This book focuses on the formal and historical
aspects of Freemasonry, its philosophical secrets, and the powerful influence it has had on the
transition from the Modern Age to the Contemporary Age, a shift triggered by two markedly
Masonic and revolutionary events: the American Revolution and the French Revolution. Its time
frame refers mainly to the 18th and 19th centuries.Countless books have been written to shed
some light on this ancient institution, which comprises a large number of areas of study. We can
cite among its dimensions the epic, the historical, the architectural, the esoteric, the religious,
the moral or the political, to mention just a few. Many books on Freemasonry focus on very
specific aspects, periods or subjects. A lay reader quite often ends these books with the feeling
of having grasped only a fraction of a much larger subject, or having understood nothing at all. A
more illustrated reader usually ends with the feeling of having one more piece of a puzzle, but
pieces never quite fit together. This is mainly due to the complexity and the very speculative
nature of Freemasonry. Throughout this book I will try to cover the matter in all its dimensions
and relate them in a logical way, so the reader finally can see the full picture.A good number of
authors have focused solely on the historical side, leaving aside the symbolic, philosophical,
religious and esoteric elements, which make up the idiosyncrasy of most secret societies.
Almost all the secret societies and many of the modern sects have their origin in Freemasonry,
and not only share similar doctrines, but also the rituals and the system of degrees. For a
researcher, it is essential to dive into the ideological corpus of these societies, and this is not
achieved only through a literal reading, but through the interpretation of their symbols. This is
stated by the great 19th century Freemason, Albert Pike[4]:«Masonry, like all the Religions, all
the Mysteries, Hermeticism and Alchemy, conceals its secrets from all except the Adepts and
Sages, or the Elect, and uses false explanations and misinterpretations of its symbols to mislead
those who deserve only to be misled; to conceal the Truth, which it calls Light from them and to
draw them away from it.The Blue Degrees are but the outer court or portico of the Temple. Part
of the symbols are displayed there to the Initiate, but he is intentionally misled by false
interpretations. It is not intended that he shall understand them; but it is intended that he shall
imagine he understands them. Their true explication is reserved for the Adepts, the Princes of
Masonry.»This point is also ratified by another important Mason, Manly Palmer
Hall[5]:«Symbolism fulfilled the dual office of concealing the sacred truths from the uninitiated
and revealing them to those qualified to understand the symbols. »We therefore find that the
most important teachings of the Masons are not obtained from their texts but from their symbols,



and we discover that their explanations of them are intended to deliberately misguide the
uninitiated, in order to keep them away from their true mysteries. An initiate is, by definition, a
member of a secret society or someone who possesses knowledge reserved for a few. Now, a
society is not secret because it hides its secrets from the profane. At any moment one of its
members can reveal his mysteries and the secret will be over. On the contrary, many initiatory
societies expose their symbols, degrees and ceremonies in the pain sight of any layman,
knowing that only their initiates will know their true meaning. Learning to interpret and read
between the lines becomes the real challenge for any researcher in this field, although often the
discourse of Masonic authors is clear and sufficient. Sometimes we will also find silence and
ambiguity when addressing certain issues. Silence itself, sometimes suggests information of
great interest.Without further ado, we begin the initiatory journey. We follow the path that leads
from darkness to light...1. THE ILLUMINATI OF BAVARIA (1776-1784)The Illuminati, Fact or
Fiction?Chronologically, the first of the great Masonic revolutions of the 18th century was the
one that Adam Weishaupt and his Illuminati of Bavaria attempted to undertake. The term
Illuminati is the most commonly used term to refer to the order created in 1776 by Adam
Weishaupt, and is the Latin plural form Illuminatus, which means “enlightened one”. It is also
often known as the Order of the Illuminati of Bavaria, Prefectibilists or by its German form,
Illuminatenorden.We probably owe to Dan Brown, and his best seller Angels and Demons, the
honor of attracting the attention of the general public to the figure of the so-called Illuminati. In
his literary work, as in the film adaptation, Brown deals with a very complex subject with little
historical accuracy, and anyone who has read his work would think that the Illuminati is nothing
more than a matter of fiction.His novel only gives some brushstrokes on Illuminati symbology
when he introduces the image of the fallen angel. He proposes an implausible plot, mixes
unrelated concepts and does not go into explaining anything about the central theme -the
Illuminati- except that his sole objective is to destroy the Catholic Church, for poorly argumented
reasons. We also should credit Brown for popularizing another secret society, the Priory of Sion,
in his work The DaVinci Code.It is possible that Brown has insufficiently documented himself to
write his books, although there is also the possibility that his intention is precisely to misinform
on a subject that every day arouses greater interest. If after reading this book you were to talk to
his acquaintances about the historical Illuminati, they would probably think that you are
confusing fact with fiction.This first chapter explains what the Bavarian Order of the Illuminati
really consisted of, what its goals were, and who was its founder, Adam Weishaupt. Sources
have not been spared in order to rescue this historical episode from oblivion.The Secret
Documents of the OrderThe Bavarian Order of the Illuminati was a secret society that emerged
at the end of the 18th century within Freemasonry. Some of its most prominent members
belonged to the German high society. Their goal, as we know from their writings, was to conspire
against thrones and altars, in order to replace those with their own shadow government. In the
18th and 19th centuries, the Illuminism became a very notorious topic that transcended
European borders, and despite this, the Illuminati have been unfairly relegated by modern



historians. Its influence on the American Revolution, the French Revolution, and others after it
has barely been studied.The existence of the Bavarian Order of the Illuminati is widely
documented, mainly in the corpus of original manuscripts seized from the sect, which was
founded and supposedly disappeared at the end of the 18th century. During the 19th century,
countless authors echoed their existence and few citizens in Europe were unaware of the
influence of Freemasonry and Illuminism at the time.The documents seized from the order
included lists of members of high social and political relevance, their statutes, correspondence,
objectives, secret codes to communicate, testimonies, and ultimately all the infiltration and
subversion plans of this dangerous Bavarian sect. All the materials were compiled by Prince Karl
Theodor in three volumes published in 1787. The original texts were made available to any
citizen who wanted to study those in the archives. These texts were: Some original writings of
the Order of the Illuminati, Additions to the original writings, and Last works of Philo and
Spartacus in the Order of the Illuminati[6]. The German government also sent copies of the
documentation found to all European courts to prevent further conspiracies. The fact that the
texts were written in German, a language not widely used in Europe, made this warning
ineffective.Various sources of the time also echoed the joint machinations of Freemasons and
Illuminati. Possibly the best known and best documented are those of the French Jesuit abbot
Augustin Barruel, compiled in four volumes under the title Memoirs Illustrating the History of
Jacobinism (1797-1799)[7]. Another author contemporary to Barruel was John Robinson, a
Freemason, physicist, inventor and professor of philosophy at the University of Edinburgh, as
well as secretary of the Royal Society, who left his personal vision of this episode in Proofs of a
Conspiracy Against All Religions and Governments of Europe (1797) [8]. In Spain, there was
another Jesuit abbot, Lorenzo Hervás y Panduro, who chronicled the relationship between the
Illuminati of Bavaria and the French Revolution, in his work Causes of the French Revolution
(1807) [9]. In Prussia a Protestant theologian and Mason called August Von Starck made it
public through his work The Triumph of Philosophy (1847) [10]. And in Austria, a professor at the
University of Vienna and also a Freemason, named Leopold Alois Hoffman, did it through his
newspaper Wiener Zeitschrift. All of them were contemporary authors of the Illuminati, all of
them of undoubted intellectual quality. I have included several passages from Barruel’s work,
although the other authors provided very similar testimonies.History of the OrderAdam
Weishaupt, a professor of Canon Law at the University of Ingolstadt officially founded the Order
of the Illuminati on May 1, 1776. The charisma of a Freemason called Baron Adolph von Knigge,
allowed him to break into Bavarian high society. At the hands of Knigge, prominent personalities
and influential patrons soon joined his group, and the society gained a large number of followers
within a few years.Of Jewish origin, Adam Weishaupt was born around 1748 according to
Barruel, and we know little about his life before he became professor of Law in Ingolstadt,
Bavaria. Weishaupt had been a member of the Society of Jesus, a Catholic religious order
banned by order of Pope Clement XIV, only three years before he founded the Bavarian
Illuminati. Its members, the Jesuits, had been expelled from the courts all across Europe. Shortly



after founding the brotherhood of the “iluminated ones”, in the year 1777, Weishaupt was
initiated into Freemasonry at the Lodge Theodore of Good Counsel. Freemasonry had also
been explicitly, and in perpetuity, prohibited by Clement XII in the bull In eminenti of 1738.The
Bavarian Illuminati formed a secret group of individuals with a hierarchical structure based on
levels or degrees in the fashion of Freemasonry. According to Barruel’s work, throughout the
different degrees of the order, all its members were subject to close surveillance, and they had
to deliver periodic reports on their activities and those of their relatives, colleagues and
neighbors, in blind obedience to the upper grades. At the same time, they were trained in the art
of espionage, subversion and manipulation. In this pyramidal hierarchy, the upper grades could
see what was happening in the lower grades, but not the other way around. Most initiates was
completely unaware of what the real purposes of the order.Hierarchy of the Illuminati: “Nachtrag
Von Weitern Originalscrhiften”, p.32.The governing body of the sect included those members of
the highest rank. It was called the Areopagus, and its members were the Areopagites. The
name, of Greco-Roman origin, was inspired by a mountain in Greece dedicated to the god of
war Ares (Mars), in which the ruling class of Greece met during the 5th century.The ascent
through the order was enriched with allegorical teachings and rituals in which, at first timidly, and
later openly, the initiate was indoctrinated in the rejection of all kinds of authority, state, moral or
religious. The social and philanthropic purpose of the order was gradually giving way to its true
form: A sect from which it was impossible to leave once the adept was initiated, a network of
political influence peddling, and a revolutionary group that demanded blind and unconditional
fidelity to the cause. An Iluminatus would always have to put the order and his brothers before
any other consideration; religious, personal, familiar or legal.The owl of the Roman goddess
Minerva was an element used by the Illuminati, and persists today in figures such as the
American dollar or in other modern secret societies such as Bohemian Grove. The owl can see
in the dark, and it is an animal that symbolizes intelligence and knowledge. The initiates in the
Illuminati were called Minervals. The pyramid crowned with the all-seeing eye, is allegedly
another symbol that we can find in the Great Seal of the United States. Some believe it is a
Masonic element, some say it is an Illuminati element. Probably it’s both.An important question
arises here: Some authors, mostly Masonic authors, believe that Freemasonry and Illuminism
are different orders, while others believe that both share the same structures, goals, and history,
and are therefore different parts of the same organization. To explain the relationship between
Freemasonry and Illuminism in a simple way, we can say that Freemasonry is the common trunk
from which practically all modern secret societies grow. Illuminism is just one of its
branches.Weishaupt’s initiates grew rapidly, but in 1783 some discrepancies arose between
Weishaupt and Knigge. Eventually Knigge left the order of the Illuminati, not out of regret, but
with the intention of founding his own sect. The order became big enough to arise the suspicions
of the German government. After Prince Elector Karl Theodor discovered the secret documents
of the order, he prohibited in 1784 all fraternities and societies not approved by him, and in 1785
he reiterated the prohibition specifically pointing to Freemasons and Illuminati.Historians



unanimously concluded that the Illuminati disappeared entirely after the ruler’s mandate, despite
the fact that none of the protagonists was imprisoned and only a few officials were removed from
their positions. The need to reiterate the prohibition of 1874, only one year later, suggests that
Prince Karl Theodor had not been very successful in preventing the clandestine activities of
these secret societies from continuing.After the secrets of the Illuminati came to light Adam
Weishaupt fled, first to Ratisbon and then to Gotha, where he would spend the rest of his life
peacefully under the protectorate of Louis Ernest II, the Duke of Saxe Gotha.Objectives of the
IlluminatiThe Order of the Illuminati promised its candidates and lower grades: “A system of
morality, of education, and polity, all entirely new” [11]. One would almost say that Weishaupt
was a benefactor of mankind, a dreamer or a utopian; A philanthropist, some would say. Later,
and only to those initiates who showed themselves worthy of reaching “enlightenment”, the true
aims of the order were shown, which in Weishaupt’s own handwriting, we know that they were in
fact the following:«Yes, princes and nations shall disappear from the face of the earth; yes, a
time shall come when man... acknowledge no other law but the great book of nature: This
revolution shall be the work of the secret societies, and that is one of our grand mysteries.
»[12]Weishaupt adds to his utopian world that “Reason shall be the code of laws, the sole code
of man.” [13] It can be inferred then that the laws were to be abolished in favor of the reason of
one man or a group of men.We find here several recurring subjects in the discourse of the
French Revolution, which will be addressed in the second chapter. The first one is the reason.
We can mention, for example, the philosophical idea promoted by Descartes that spans the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and which has its peak with the enthronement of the
Goddess Reason in the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris, by the Jacobin leader Robespierre.
We must point out that the discourse of Freemasonry and Illuminism always play with concepts
that are perverted towards a sense diametrically opposed to their original meaning. Therefore,
we must understand their elaborate terminology and the twisted meanings that apply to each
concept. Thus, when an illuminati like Weishaupt speaks of reason, nature, morality, virtue,
equality, freedom or brotherhood, he refers to values   very different from how you and I would
understand it.The second idea Weishaupt talks about is nature and the natural state. Almost
simultaneously with the German conspirators, French philosopher Rousseau spoke in France of
the natural state of man, in his book, Emile, or on Education. The work is about a man raised as
a wild animal. In the Emile, Rousseau concludes that man is good by nature, and it is society
that corrupts him. In England, Hobbes and Locke substituted the Law that emanates from God
by the Natural Law. The enlightened thinkers also eliminated the concept of a kind and
omnipotent God, in favor of a god identified with nature; that is, a mechanical god, who does not
work miracles, does not grant salvation, does not transcend the visible, does not distinguish
good from evil or intercedes for man (deism). Or simply, in this Century of Reason, God begins
to be eliminated from the equation, (atheism). This work does not pretend to be an apology for
any religion, but it is important to emphasize the marked anti-Christian and anti-social character
of the Illuminism.You may be skeptic on this point, but few will doubt that the French Revolution,



whose social repercussions were felt throughout the European continent, was an intellectual
revolution of enlightened philosophers before becoming a revolution of gunpowder and blood.
Let’s delve into the creed that Weishaupt instilled in his illuminated ones:«Liberty and Equality
are the essential rights that man in his original and primitive perfection received from nature.
Property struck the first blow at Equality; political society of Governments were the first
dispossesors of Liberty: the supporters of Government and Property are the religious and civil
laws; therefore to reinstate man in his primitive rights of Equality and Liberty, we must begin by
destroying all Religion, then all Government, and finish by the destruction of all
Property.»[14]Let’s make a simple juxtaposition of Weishaupt’s principles on those of the French
Revolution. This utterance contains the explanation to the main trilema of the French Revolution:
Liberty, Equality and we should add Fraternity, that of the Masonic and Illuminati societies, of
course. Once again, virtuous elements are taken in a completely distorted and opposite sense:
Liberty without even having the right of confession, association or private property. Equality
proposed by a highly hierarchical sect that demands blind obedience from its members. And
Fraternity. Not universal, but only applicable to members of his brotherhood.Robespierre, for
instance, is the author of another interesting definition of the concept of “virtue”, as he
formulated on February 5, 1794 before the National Assembly in Paris:« If the mainspring of
popular government in peacetime is virtue, amid revolution it is at the same time [both] virtue
and terror: virtue, without which terror is fatal; terror, without which virtue is impotent. »Due to
this series of contradictions, Barruel and other authors referred to the Illuminism and the French
Revolution for their work as a conspiracy of sophists. Both Plato and Aristotle referred by this
term to those tricksters who, through fallacies and rhetorical devices, turned language to their
advantage, instead of seeking the truth.For instance, in the minor mysteries of the Illuminism it
was learned that when an illuminatus spoke of morality, what Weishaupt meant was that: “true
morality [is no] other than the art of teaching men to shake off their wardship, to attain the age of
manhood, and thus to need neither princes nor governments.” [15] We must interpret in a similar
fashion all the Illuminati doctrines.Weishaupt openly declares the antisocial and anticlerical
ideas of the Bavarian Illuminati, but from his writings it could also be said that Weishaupt was a
true genius, a man ahead of his time. Not only did he anticipate the French Revolution by
thirteen years, but he was already formulating some of the main theses of Marx and Engels, half
a century before they were even born. And despite this, we can hardly find the Illuminaty in a
modern history book, only in fictional novels like Brown’s.Structure and Degrees of the
IlluminatiWeishaupt asked his recruiters to get him specific profiles: “Seek… those who are
distinguished by their power, nobility, riches, or learning… Spare no pains, spare nothing in the
acquisition of such adepts. If heaven refuse its aidance, conjure hell”. Other trades such as
locksmiths, booksellers, post officers, and school masters were also highly regarded. Regarding
attorneys, counselors and physicians, Weishaupt pointed out that they are “they are sometimes
real devils, so difficult are they to be led; they however are worth having when they can be
gained over.” [16]According to Weishaupt, some profiles unfit for the order should be excluded:



“Leave those brutes, those clownish and thick-headed fellows” [17], but there could be
exceptions with the stupid candidates, as long as they were wealthy. The Illuminati had a
predilection for young people whose training and personality were not completely molded,
although there were no exclusions on the basis of age, as long as the individual was active.
Regarding gender, only men were accepted, although Weishaupt was already working in an
order of women, but secretly directed by men.Like in Freemasonry and most secret or fraternal
societies, the hierarchy of Illuminism consisted of a system based on 13 degrees and divided
into three chapters; Preparatory, Freemasonry and Mysteries[18].ILLUMINATI OF
BAVARIAAdam Weishaupt (1776)Nursery degreesI. PreparationII. NoviceIII. MinervalIV.
Illuminatus MinorMasonry degrees1) SymbolicV.Entered ApprenticeVI. Fellow CraftVII. Master
Mason2) ScotchVIII. Illuminatus Major or Scottish NoviceIX. Illuminatus Director or Scottish
KnightMysteries1) Lesser MysteriesX. Presbyter/PriestXI. Prince/Regent2) SeniorsXII.
MagicianXII. KingIt was usual among the initiates, to acquire the nickname of a famous figure of
antiquity; usually scholars, occultists, mythical heroes or revolutionary leaders from past times.
These “initiatory names” conferred on their holders a certain confidentiality in the event of any
secret writing being found. Thus Weishaupt called himself Spartacus, like the gladiator who led a
rebellion against Rome, Von Knigge called himself Philo in honor of the historian, the German
writer Goethe was Abaris, Massenhausen was Ajax and Louis Ernst II, Duke of Saxe-Gotha, was
Timoleon.Each member had a pseudonym, and German cities and provinces also had their own
code names inspired by large classical cities; Munich was Athens, Ravensburg was Sparta,
Bonn was Rome, Ingolstadt was Eleusis, etc. The purpose was to disguise their true
plans.Numbers and letters also had their own secret correlation, in such a way that if a layman
discovered his writing, he would only see a set of unintelligible squiggles. Even the months were
blurred under imaginary names: Schaharimeh, Mharmeh, Abenmeh...Illuminati calendar, “Einige
Originalscrhiften Des Illuminaten Orden”, p. 2.If the Illuminati’s intentions were so innocent, why
would they use unprecedented secrecy to hide their mysteries? Throughout history, documents
have only been coded so thorughly when information is extremely confidential or dangerous, in
times of war, in espionage or in conspiracies like the one at hand, of course. Why should he use
such convoluted means, if his principles were those of a philantropist? When the Illuminati
documents came to light, the reasons why they were trying so hard to obfuscate the information
became clear.These high-sounding names and paraphernalia not only diverted attention from
the identity of the true members of the order and their intentions, but also helped to cast a veil of
fascination and mystery that they used to attract new dupes. Thus it was that the Illuminati so
quickly grew its members.Some members joined the order of the Illuminati full of good
intentions, moved by the image of a brotherhood of upright men, who pursued social progress
and a freer society. Such appearance was projected outwards, and towards the lower degrees of
the order, this being the first dimension that we can call “moral”.The second dimension of the
order was of a social kind; a large numbers of adherents were driven by the possibilities for
economic progress offered by joining a network of highly influential figures, beyond German



borders. These two dimensions were the only ones that the vast majority of adherents came to
know.Finally, some were in search of the great secrets that the Order of the Illuminati presumed
to keep. This third dimension comprised social, philosophical and mystical secrets. Weishaupt
promised secrets greater than any other initiatory order could offer, and he intended to make all
Masonic lodges believe that Illuminati was the quintessence of Freemasonry.Weishaupt and
Knigge trained their members to infiltrate the Masonic lodges, which were already in full swing at
the end of the 18th century. This way they attracted large numbers of Freemasons to their Order
of the Illuminati. Weishaupt created the Scottish degrees - eighth and ninth - with the almost
exclusive intention of spying and attracting new followers within Scottish Freemasonry, as he
himself admitted in his writings.These three dimensions of the Illuminati, philanthropic, social
and philosophical, are exactly the same that lead any Mason today to enter a lodge. Very few of
them get access to the philosophical dimension. In Freemasonry, as in Illuminism, there is an
army of members who are in the first three degrees of its scale, called Apprentice, Companion
and Master.The set of these first three degrees is called Symbolic Freemasonry or Blue
Freemasonry. Possibly not even half of the Masons goes beyond these first three degrees of
Scottish Freemasonry. The Scottish Freemasonry, the most widespread rite, is made up of a
scale of 33 degrees, and where only starting from the nineteenth degree some small
philosophical secrets begin to be revealed to the initiate. Finally, there is a limited Masonic elite
made up of the 31st to 33rd degrees that comprise so-called White Freemasonry, which
establishes and knows the true objectives of the organization. But even White Freemasonry is
only the prelude to other secrets: Above the 33 degrees of Scottish Freemasonry, there are rites
reaching 99 degrees, select administrative offices, special lodges and Masonic honors reserved
to a select few throughout the world. We can therefore deduce that the majority of Freemasons
only know a fraction of the organization and its objectives. However, the fact of ignoring these
objectives does not stop them to contribute to those, because the information given to the lower
grades is carefully compartmentalized by the higher hierarchies.Whatever the reason they
joined the Illuminati, the departure would not be as easy as the entrance. Reprobation,
harassment, fear, blackmail and extortion were the powerful instruments that Weishaupt used to
retain his members, as it is clear from the official investigation.Some of the German Illuminati
under interrogation affirmed that there were higher hierarchies above Weishaupt himself. One of
those could be Moses Mendelssohn, a German philosopher and grandfather of the composer
Felix Mendelssohn, who was a forerunner of the Haskala or “Jewish Enlightenment”. He is
suspected to be one of the unknown superiors immediately above Weishaupt, although there is
no evidence for this. It wouldn’t be a surprise either, if Weishaupt was also outranked by his
benefactor Timoleon, the Duke of Saxe Gotha. Finally, some authors have seen legendary
masons such as Alessandro di Cagliostro, the Count of Saint Germain, or Giacomo Casanova
as Weishaupt’s superiors, although perhaps these two figures were no more than mere
charlatans.The Juridical Depostitions of Renner and CosandeyBaron Adolph von Knigge’s
charisma grew the order very fast. So fast, to Weishaupt’s dismay, that it didn’t take long for his



machinations to reach the ears of the Bavarian court.Drunk in success, Weishaupt became
careless, and he didn’t even hide his hatred of religion to the lowest degrees. In 1781 the
authorities made some inquiries, which Weishaupt himself managed to frustrate, as he explains
in a letter to the initiate Epictetus[19], a counselor of Heidelberg. His efforts were unsuccessful,
and on June 22, 1784, Prince Elector Karl Theodor banned all secret societies founded without
his permission. According to Barruel, the simple Freemasons abided by the prohibition and
disbanded, but not the Illuminated Freemasons.In another letter of February 2, 1785, Weishaupt
warned initiate Menelaus, who was a counselor in Munich, that in case any public official
investigation progressed he should only disclose the first three degrees of the order, and he
should also hide the theft of documents that they did in the local archives. Despite his
precautions, within days of sending these instructions, Weishaupt was deposed from his chair at
the University of Ingolstadt, where he could no longer indoctrinate young students in the
mysteries of Illuminism.Among those who had already renounced to the Illuminati order there
were Priest Cosandey and Abbot Renner, both professors at the University of Munich. On March
30, 1785, they received an order from the Elector Prince and the Bishop of Freysinga to testify
under oath. Abbot Augustin Barruel transcribes the affidavits of Cosandey and Renner, of April 3
and 7 respectively.«Juridical Deposition of Professor Renner on the Illuminati[20].«“The order of
the Illuminati must be distinguished from that of the Free-masons. But this distinction is a secret
to mere Masons, as well as to Illuminees of the Minerval degree. I was myself in the dark in this
regard, until after a long trial, they thought proper to advance me to the degree of Minor
Illuminee, the first degree in which they take the name of Illuminee. I was even constituted
Superior over a small number of the Brethren.”-Here the deponent, who thought he was to
become a Mason on his first entrance into the Sect, and declares that he is not yet one.But, he
adds, “The advantage I reaped from them was that I discovered the benefits which the Order
derived from Freemasonry. The Illuminees fear nothing so much as to be known under that
name. They assume the cloak of Masonry, only because they believe themselves more secure
when marked under the appearance of an association that is looked upon as insignificant –the
Masonic Lodges, according to their expression, only contain… the bulk of the army, among who
a few persons may be found, that may look upon themselves as very happy, after long and
severe trials, to be secretly admitted into the sanctuary of the Order. All the other Freemasons,
Apprentices, Fellow Crafts and Masons, are to conteng themselves with idle ceremonies, and
remain under the yoke, either because their eyes are not strong enough to bear the light, or
because their love for the Order, and their secrecy, two essential requisites in every adept
cannot be sufficiently depended on. When once they are condemned to linger in obscurity, they
can never have hopes of rising to the misteries; and this is expressed by the superiors in the
following sentence Ex inferno nulla is redemptio. [21]Meantime, these Masons, without knowing
it, are under the direction of the Illuminees, who reap great advantages from their reputation and
their riches. –These men, (say the Superiors), are sufficiently recompensed by being admitted to
converse with the adepts of light, and to learn enough from such conversations to appear



enlighted to the prophane.The Illuminees, who at first only show themselves under the
appearance of a literary society, and then gave themselves the following constitution: Their
Order is subdivided into different classes, called degrees, because light expands itself
according to these classes. –The first degree is a sort of Noviciate, though every person
reported as insinuated, and recommended by some member of the Order as worthy of being
admitted, must have been prepared and introduced to a certain point by his Insinuator or
Recruiter. It is a constant rule in the Order that every Candidate should undergo a year’s trial,
[so] that his Insinuator may observe him accurately, according to the regulations of the Order,
and in a Quibus Licet[22], draw an exact picture of his person, his character, his talents and his
conduct. If the Candidate is judged to be worthy, he is admitted into the class of Preparations. –
In my time there were two of this nature, called Churches. Each was directed by four men,
forming what was called the Magistracy. They were the Superior, the Censor, the Treasurer and
the Secretary; and all these were adepts of higher degrees. –We held at least one meeting every
month at which all the members of the same Church were to attend, to give their Superiors a
sealed letter which was Quibus Licet… containing an exact statement of the conduct, discourse,
etc. of those whom they had observed during the month.No member is dispensed from these
Quibus Licet, which ascend from Degree to Degree, and are only opened by those who have a
right to read them. The other occupations of the meetings were, after some ceremonies, to read
the statutes, a few passages from the ancient Philosophers, and a discourse on various subjects
composed by the different members in rotation. As the Brethren in general do not like religion,
the greater liberty the writer uses on that subject, he is the more applauded, and acquires a
higher reputation of being enlightened. Sometimes, however, the presence of certain brethren,
either feeble or not entirely reliable, cause the Superiors at such lectures to give signs of
apparent dissatisfaction. It would be a violent breach of their policy to give way to intemperate
language and to express the principles of the Order too openly...That which made the greatest
impression on me, among the Illuminees, was certainly their method of biding down their adepts
and subduing their minds.–They extol the greatness and power of the Order; they speak of their
dignity with the utmost respect; they stun you with magnificent promises, and assure you of the
protection of great personages ready to do everything for the advancement of its members and
the recommendation of the Order till at length each pupil really considers, or appears to
consider, the interest of Illuminsm as his own...Should a pupil under this idea have the
misfortune to declare, in a Quibus Licet... some misconduct of his own, or some secret that he
has been entrusted with or that he hase extorted from anybody, the unhappy confident is lost to
himself, for he thenceforth belongs wholly to the Sect. –When once they have thus tied him
down, they assume a very different tone with him; “He can abandon us (they say) [but] we stand
in no farther need of him.” – I do not think that any one has yet dared or will ever dare to show the
least discontent, much less a desire to quit the Order; especially if he reflects on the dictatorial
threat, It shall be in vain for any prince to pretend to save him who... betray us.They select their
pupils with great caution and only entice into their Order those whom they think can be useful to



the attainment of their ends. Statesmen, persons distinguished by rank or fortune, archivists,
consuellors, secretaries, clerks, professors, abbes, preceptors, physicians, and apothecaries
are always welcome candidates to the Order.The degree of Major Illuminee is, if I may make use
of such an expression, a school in which the candidate is trained like a true Bloodhound”Here
the deponent relates their method of watching their adepts, and of describing both them and the
prophane. He also mentions some few of the thousand or fifteen hundred questions that are to
be answered on the character, the habits, etc. of any person whom an adept is ordered to
escrutinize. He then continues:This method of enlightening the pupils always goes on increasing
in every degree. A brother may know those of his class and those of an inferior one, but, unless
his Superiors have conferred on him the commission of Director, Visitor, or Spy, all other adepts
are, in their language, invisible to him. This, without doubt, is the point that constitutes the great
strength of the Order. The chiefs, by this method, watch an inferior without being known; they
know how far he is devoted to the Order and true to his secrecy; and a point of still greater
importance is, that in case of any explosion, (of which they have been long apprehensive), and
on all occasions they can support the brethren without any one entertaining [causing] the least
suspicion of their being connected with the system, since they are unknown even to the
Brethren, and of course to the prophane.After having thus given as much of the general plan of
the Illuminees as he could know without having been admitted to the higher degrees, the
Deponent comes to the principles which the Superiors wishli to inculcate in their pupils; and in
the first place he mentions the following, of which they have made a sort of proverb: All kings
and all priests are rascals and traitors.With regard to Suicide, the Superiors preach it to their
brethren to prepare them for more tempestuous times. —“They have the art of representing
suicide as so easy and so advantageous in certain circumstances, that I should not be surprised
(says Mr. Renner) to see some adept carried away by the lure of a certain voluptuousness
[pleasure], which they pretend to be peculiar to suicide; and they even pretend to prove their
assertions by examples.But of all their detestable principles the most dangerous in my
judgement is this: The end justifies the means[23]. In consequence of this morality, and
according to their constant practice, the mere suspicion that a man will at any future period be in
a position to obstruct the views of the Order will be a sufficient reason to calumniate him,
however virtuous may be. They will cabal to drive one man out of his place; the will poison
another; a third they will assassinate; in short, they will do any thing to attain their ends. Suppose
the crime of the Illuminee should be discovered, he always has the Patet-exitus as a resource. It
is only a ball throught the head, and he escapes the ignominy of the law.”Happily, the plan was
discovered in time; otherwise they might hae verified what a Superior just returned from visiting a
Superior of a higher degree had foretold; All the posts, once properly filled in succession to each
other, should the Order be composed of but six hundred members, no power on earth could
resist them.”Mr. Renner finishes by declaring, that he is unacquainted with the ultimate objeft of
the Order that the Superiors were perpetually talking of that object, but never mentioned what it
was. »Renner’s testimony, firstly reveals a relationship of subordination of Freemasonry -the bulk



of the army- with the Illuminati. There is a different formulation of this principle: not all
Freemasons are Illuminatus, but most Illuminatus are Freemasons. Abbot Renner describes the
Masons as mere pawns that Weishaupt tried to control for his own purposes. These pawns
would never know the objectives of the order, and these should content themselves with vain
ceremonies and rituals for the rest of their lives.Secondly, it reveals the fanaticism and fear
scheme that is instilled in his initiates, to the point of affirming that suicide -patet exitus- was
preferable to abandonment or betrayal. Fear, threat, slander or murder were effective means to
control the initiate: No Prince can save the man who dares to betray us, they warned. The
obligation of each member to deliver weekly reports on himself and his acquaintances -quibus
licet-, in his own hand, was like a rope that the initiate put around his own neck. The order could
use it against himself if it was necessary.Thirdly, it is evident the hatred for any kind of
established order; moral, social or even ethical, which refers to one of its maxims: The end
sanctifies the means.Finally, it is inferred that the order thought, that even if their number of
adepts was small, a few hundred men in key positions would be enough for them to achieve their
goals. Wealthy personalities, politicians, professors, or even religious were the favorite
candidates for admission to the order. The priest Cosandey gave a similar testimony to that of
Abbot Renner:«Juridical Deposition of Mr. Cosandey, Made on April 3, 1785[24].My reason for
placing Mr. Renner’s deposition first, was, because he is more explicit on the government of
Illuminism; while Mr. Cosandey chiefly dwells on the principles of the Sect. After having shown in
a few words how Free-masonry serves as a cloak to the Sect, how the candidate is gradually
fettered in the bonds of the Superiors, and how dangerous muft be a servitude to men who from
principle with to appear idlers though in the most active pursuits; he proceeds with the
unfortunate Minerval to the degrees of Minor and Major Illuminee.
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